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I’ m here today because I know
th—at ourfuture depends on connections
like these among young people like you
across theglobe. Because we believe
thatrelationships between nations aren’ t
just about relationships betweengovernment
or leaders---they’ re about relationships
between people, particularlyour young
people. So we view study abroad programs
not just as an educationalopportunity
for students**-but also as a vital part of
America’ s foreign policy.You see, through
the wonders of modern technology, our
world is more connectedthan ever before.
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Ideas can cross oceans with the click
of abutton. Companies can do business
and compete with companies across the
globe.And we can text, email and skype
with people on every continent. So
studyingabroad isn’ t just a fun way to
spend a semester—it’ s a quickly becoming
the keyto success in our global economy.
Because getting ahead in today’ s
workplaceisn’ t just about getting good
grades or test scores in school-++it” s also
abouthaving real experience with the
world beyond your borders—experience
withlanguages, cultures and societies very
different from your own. Or, as theChinese
saying goes: “It is better to travel ten
thousand miles than to readten thousand
books.”
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But let’ s be clear, studying abroad
isabout so much more than improving
your own future— it’ s also about shaping
thefuture of your countries and of the world

we all share.
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That’ s how you come to understand
how muchwe all share.

And that’ s how you realize that we
all havea stake in each other’ s success.And
that’ s when the connections you make
asclassmates or labmates scan blossom into
something more.
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I understand where these young people
arecoming from, because I felt the same way
back when I was in college. You see, [came
from a working class family -+ and it never
even occurred to me to studyabroad. My
parents didn’ t get to attend college, and
I was focused on gettinginto a university
and earning my degree so I could get a job
and supportmyself. And for a lot of young
people like me who are struggling to afford
aregular semester of school, paying for plane
tickets or living expenses halfwayaround
the world just isn’ t possible. And that’ s
not acceptable, because studyabroad
shouldn’ t just be for students from
certain backgrounds. Our hope is tobuild
connections between people of all races
and socioeconomic backgrounds,because it
is that diversity that makes our country so
vibrant and strong - andour study abroad
programs should reflect the true spirit of
America to theworld.
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“A new era of citizen diplomacy” —
I couldn’ thave said it better myself,
because that’ s really what I’ m talking
about+--I’ mtalking about ordinary citizens
reaching out to the world. And as I always
tellyoung people back in America, you
don’ t need to get on a plane to be a
citizendiplomat. I tell them that if you have
an internet connection in your home,school,
or library, within seconds, you can be
transported anywhere in theworld and meet
people on every continent. That’ s why
I’ m posting a daily travelblog with videos
and photos of my experiences in China—
because I want youngpeople in America to
be part of this visit.
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That’ s really the power of
technology— howit can open up the
entire world and expose us to ideas and
innovations we nevercould have imagined.
And that’ s why it is so important for
information andideas to flow freely over the
internet and through the media. Because
that’ show we discover the truth-+-that’ s
how we learn what’ s really happening
in ourcommunities, our country and our
world. And that’ s how we decide which
valuesand ideas we think and best—by
questioning a debating them vigorously---
bylistening to all sides of every argument-*-
and by judging for ourselves.
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And believe me, I know this can be a
messyand frustrating process. My husband
and I are on the receiving end of plenty
ofquestioning and criticism from our
media and our fellow citizens+--and it’ s
notalways easy**-but we wouldn’ t trade it
for anything in the world. Because timeand
again, we have seen that countries are
stronger and more prosperous hen thevoices
and opinions of all citizens can be heard.
And as my husband has said,we respect the
uniqueness of other cultures and societies.
But when it comes toexpressing yourself
freely, and worshipping as you choose, and
having openaccess to information—we
believe those are universal rights that are

IR AR SO

EEB—XKARBRITIERAZMNSEH ( Tik )

thebirthright of every person on this planet.
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We believe that all people deserve
theopportunity to fulfill their highest
potential as I was able to do in the
UnitedStates. And as you learn about
new cultures and form new friendships
duringyour time here in China and in the
United States, all of you the livingbreathing
embodiment of those values. So I guarantee
you that in studyingabroad, you’ re not
just changing your own life:-you’ re
changing the lives ofeveryone you meet.
As the great American President John F.
Kennedy once saidabout foreign students
studying in the U.S., “I think they teach
more than theylearn.” And that is just as
true of young Americans who study abroad.
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All of you are America’ s best face,
andChina’ s best face, to the world.
Every day, you show the world your
countries’ energy, creativity, optimism
and unwavering belief In the future. And
everyday, you remind us of just how much
we can achieve if we reach acrossborers..
and learn to see ourselves in each other:-*
and confront our sharedchallengers with
shared resolve. So I hope you all will keep
seeking these kidsof experiences. An I
hope you’ 1l keep teaching each other-
and learning fromeach other:*+and building
bonds of friendship that will enrich our
world fordecades to come. You all have
so much to offer, and I cannot wait to see
thatyou achieve together in the years ahead.
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